"BUT  THOUGH  WE. OR  AN  ANGEL   FROM  HEAVEN. PREACH   ANY 
OTHEB   GOSPEL   UNTO    YOU     THAN    THAT   WHICH    WE 

HAVE   PBEACHED  UNTO  YOU, LET  HIM  BE  ACCURSED  *<M./'-7edK 
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GOD  KNOWETH  BEST. 

BY  MARY  WHEATON   LYON. 

The  gates  of  life  swing  either  way, 
On  noiseless  hinges,  night  and  day. 
One  enters  through  the  open  door, 
One  leaves  us  to  return  no  more. 
And  which  Is  happier,  which  more  hlest, 
God   knoweth   liest. 

We  greet  with  smiles  the  one  who  comes 
Like  sunshine  to  our  hearts  and  homes, 
And  reach  out  longing  hands  with  tears 
To  him  who  in  his  ripened  years 
Goes  gladly  to  his  heavenly  rest. 
God   knoweth  best. 

He  guards  the  gates.     We  need  not  dread 
The  path  these  little  feet  must  tread. 
Nor  fear  for  him  who  from  our  sight 
Passed  through  them  to  the  realms  of  light. 
Both  in  His  loving  care  wo  rest. 

God  knoweth  best.  —Selected. 


Honor  Thy  Parents. 

Improvement  Era. 

Kecauso  you  have  been  a  little  better 
educated  than  were  your  father  and 
mother,  don't  imagine  that  you  know  it 
all.  They  may  have  more  native  intelli- 
gence than  you,  and  more  knowledge, 
through  life's  hard  experiences,  than  you 
can  ever  possess.  At  any  rate,  all  that 
you  have  in  the  way  of  learning  you  owe 
to  their  self-denial  and  to  their  determi- 
nation that  you  should  have  better  op- 
portunities than  they  had.  Your  in- 
gratitude is  made  glaringly  apparent 
when  you  address  them  in  terms  in 
which  your  scorn  of  what  you  consider 
their  shortcomings  is  only  slightly  veiled. 

No  matter  how  lacking  in  worldly  pol- 
ish your  parents  may  be,  they  are  de- 
serving of  your  kind  consideration  at 
all  times  and  in  all  places.  The  human 
diamond  in  the  rough  is  still  a  diamond, 
and  no  doubt  in  heaven  will  shine  with 
greater  luster  than  many  who  have  daz- 
zled by  their  false  brilliancy  on  earth. 

The  young  fellow  full  of  life  and  energy 
is  apt  to  be  hard  and  unfeeling,  and  he 
needs  the  constant  restraint  of  the  prac- 
tices of  his  religion  to  make  him  humane. 
When  he  is  inclined  to  ignore  the  rever- 
ence that  he  owes  his  father,  let  him  not 
forget  that  he  may  one  day  be  a  father 
himself,  and  before  he  speaks  of  his  good 
mother  as  the  "old  woman,"  let  him 
realize  that  his  wife  may  one  day  be  a 
mother.  As  he  would  like  his  son  to  be. 
let   him  be  himself. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  PRESIDENTS. 

Elder  John  Benlow  Erekson 

President  John  Benlow  Erekson,  of  the 
Ohio  Conference,  whose  likeness  we  here 
present,  was  born  of  Mormon  parents  at 
Murray,  Utah,  September  25,  1874.  His 
mother,  Isabella  Benlow  Erekson,  was 
also  Utah  born  and  inherited  the  sturdy 
physique  of  her  pioneer  mother.  These 
finalities  have  had  much  to  do  in  shaping 
the  character  of  her  son.  The  father, 
Jonas  Erekson,  was  a  son  of  Norway, 
filled  with  the  native  hardihood  and  vigor 
of  his  race.  He  early  joined  himself  to 
the   truth   and   made   in   Utah   a   pleasant 


JOHN    BENLOW    EREKSON, 
President   of   the   Ohio   Conferei 


home;  but  only  lived  a  short  time  to  en- 
joy the  fruits  of  his  labor. 

Fatherless  at  six.  Elder  Erekson  has 
had  a  double  portion  of  experience,  first, 
in  independence  gained  during  his  early 
cares;  second,  in  manhood  received  from 
the  devotion  given  his  widowed  mothe;\ 
At  school  the  "hoy"  Erekson  was  not  dis- 
tinguished as  a  scholar,  but  always  was 
the  same  earnest,  sensitive  youth.  His 
college  education  began  and  ended  with 
one  year  at  the  Latter  Day  Saints'  Col- 
lege, at  Salt  Lake  City.  Prevented  from 
a  college  education,  our  subject  became 
a  lover  of  educational  subjects  and  at  in- 
tervals of  work   would  devote   himself  to 


his  books,  thereby  gaining  a  wide  field  of 
knowledge.  John  B.  Erekson's  life  has 
been  one  of  increasing  responsibility,  from 
I  he  plow  he  advanced  to  Shepherdship, 
and  from  this  labor  to  the  President  of 
the  Ohio  Conference.  April  28,  1897,  El- 
der Erekson  was  ordained  to  labor  in  the 
Northern  States  Mission. 

When  Ohio  was  transferred  to  the 
Southern  States  Mission  Elder  Erekson 
was  retained  as  President  of  the  Confer- 
ence and  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  band 
of  honest  workers  who  will  lift  their 
voices  in  defense  of  the  glorious  Gospel. 
The  earnestness  of  honest  desire,  min- 
gled with  the  kindness  of  his  nature, 
makes  of  him  a  ready  friend  maker.  Hu- 
mility and  faith  in  God  are  the  twin  vir- 
tues. 

History  of  the  Southern  States  Mission 

Continued   from   page   313. 

The  zeal  of  the  Elders  in  January,  '80. 
will  long  be  remembered  by  those  prosid 
ing  over  the  Mission,  and  very  effective 
work  was  done  in  many  of  the  new 
fields  that  were  opened  during  the  past 
month.  In  some  places  the  spirit  of  re- 
liiriniis  intolerance  was  manifested,  hilt 
nothing  of  a  serious  nature  resulted. 
Soon  after  the  return  of  President  Spry 
from  the  west  he  visited  the  Elders  in 
Georgia  and  held  a  very  nice  meeting  in 
Augusta.  Satisfactory  arrangements 
were  made  with  a  man  named  Manaway 
to  take  up  a  search  for  Elder  Richards, 
and  he  at  once  started  for  his  field  of  op- 
eration. 

During  the  month  of  February  prepara- 
tions were  being  made  for  the  emigration 
of  a  large  company  of  Saints  in  March. 
Much  excitement  was  caused  by  the  de- 
termination of  the  Saints  to  emigrate  and 
in  some  cases  it  seemed  as  though  mobs 
would  destroy  property  and  render  the 
Saints  destitute.  As  the  time  of  depart- 
ure drew  near  the  bitter  feelings  increased 
and  it  became  necessary  for  both  Saints 
and  Elders  to  be  extremely  cautious.  In 
Georgia  two  Elders  were  taken  into  the 
woods  and  vehemently  threatened  with 
death.  President  Spry  visited  the  man 
employed  to  search  for  the  body  of  Elder 
Richards,  but  was  not  very  well  pleased 
with  the  work  that  had  been  done.  The 
Elders  all  felt  thankful  that  heaven  had 
blessed  and  preserved  them  during  the 
opening  months  of  the  year. 

On  March  Ft,  seventeen  Elders  arrived  in 
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the  mission  and  on  the  following  day 
wore  Assigned  their  fields  of  labor.  A 
Iarge  company  of  Saints  left  Chattanooga 
for  Colorado  and  Arizona,  accompanied  by 
President  Spry  and  fourteen  Elders.  A 
-great  deal  of  excitement  existed  in  many 
localities,  caused  by  the  emigration  of  the 
Saints.  In  Western  Virginia  a  very  bit- 
tor    fooling    was    caused    by    some    of    the 

Saints  who  had  returned  from  Colorado 
dissatisfied.  This  excited  tin'  people  s<> 
much  that  a  mob  was  organized  and  drove 
the  Elders  from  the  section,  tail  they  es- 
caped unharmed.  Quite  a  number  of  El- 
ders started  out  in  now  fields,  several  bap- 
tisms were  reported  and  good  health  was 
enjoyed  by   the  Elders. 

(To    be    continued.) 

To  Whom  Was  He  Speaking? 

BL  ELDER  JOHN  REEVE. 
For  The  Star. 

"And  He  said  unto  them,  Go  ye  iuto 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
every  creature.  He  that  believeth  and 
is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  bo  damned.  And 
these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  be- 
lieve; in  my  name  they  shall  cast  out 
devils;  they  shall  speak  with  now 
tongues." 

Not  long  ago  a  Christian  minister  put 
the  following  interpretation  to  the  above 
eommission  of  the  Savior,  "  'Go  ye,' 
referred  to  the  eleven  apostles.  In  the 
next  verse — 'He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized  shall  be  saved"  referred  to 
the  believing  ones,  no  matter  who  they 
may  be:  whether  they  lived  then  or 
whether  they  live  now.  'He  that  believ- 
eth not  shall  bo  damned  referred  to 
the  unbelieving  class  in  every  age.  But 
when  the  Savior  said,  'And  these  signs 
shall  follow  them  that  believe;  in  my 
name  they  shall  cast  out  devils,'  he 
was  preaching  directly  to  the  Apostles, 
and  the  Savior  chided  the  people  many 
times  for  their  unbelief.  Now,  let  us 
examine  the  language  of  that  commis- 
sion, and  see  where  the  applications 
rightly  belong.  In  the  first  instance. 
'Go  ye'  refers  to  the  second  person  or 
the  person  spoken  to,  and  the  pronoun 
'ye'  can  never  be  applied  to  the  third 
person,  or  the  person  spoken  of.  as 
modern  ministers  attempt  to  apply  it  to 
themselves.  That  portion  of  the  com- 
mission was  to  the  disciples  and  no  one 
else.  In  the  next  verse,  'he  that  be- 
lieveth' is  the  universal  part  of  the 
commission.  The    pronoun    'the'       re- 

ferring to  the  third  person,  or  the  person 
spoken  of.  would  apply  to  every  indi- 
vidual that  heard  and  believed  what  the 
Apostles  preached,  and  in  a  similar  man- 
ner would  the  pronoun  be  applied  to  the 
unbelieving  class.  "These  signs  shall 
follow  them  that  believe' — note  the  lan- 
guage, 'follow  them."  To  whom  does  the 
pronoun  refer  to  the  person  spoken  to 
or  the  person  spoken  of?  Would  the  Sa- 
vior, in  speaking  to  His  eleven  Apostles, 
and  no  one  else,  say,  'These  signs  shall 
follow  them  that  believe?"  Certainly 
not.  If  the  Savior  meant  that  the  signs 
would  follow  only  those  to  whom  He 
was  speaking.  He  would  have  said, 
"These  signs  will  follow  you  if  you  be- 
'ieve.'  The  Savior  meant  exactly  what 
He  said — just  what  the  language  im- 
plies, that  is.  signs  should  follow 
those  who  believe  and  obey  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Apostles  who  have  been  duly 
authorized  to  act  in  His  name." 


We  are  what  we  are  by  virtue  of  all 
that  has  happened  to  us.  by  all  that  we 
have  done,  and  suffered,  and  enjoyed 
since  our  birth,  whether  we  respect  it 
and  remember  it  or  not. 


THE  RETURN  OF  THE  TEN  TRIBES 

ItV    ELDER  J.   A.   BKJELOW. 
Written   for  The   Southern   Star. 

The  ushering  in  of  the  milleniiim  will 
lie  fraught  with  events  of  great  impor- 
tance In  tlio  penpb'  of  the  whole  earth. 
Isaiah  says  (xlii. :!)):  "Behold  the  for- 
mer things  are  come  to  pass  and  new 
things  do  I  declare,  before  they  spring 
forth  I  will  tell  you  of  them."  To  those 
who  are  aware  of  these  things  to  bo  ac- 
complished  and  arc  prepared  for  the  same, 
the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  will  bring 
indescribable  joys.  While  on  the  other 
hand,    the    wicked    will   be    humiliated. 

One  of  the  events  which  has  been 
spoken  of  by  many  of  the  prophets  is  the 
coming  forth  of  a  portion  of  the  house 
of  Israel  from  the  north  country.  An 
examination  and  comparison  of  the 
prophecies  relating  to  this  portion  of  the 
gathering  to  be  accomplished  in  the  last 
days  will  establish  the  fact  without  doubt, 
that  a  portion  of  the  house  of  Israel  are 
isolated  from  the  knowledge,  and  that 
they  will  return  in  the  due  time  of  the 
Lord  to  inherit  the  land  of  their  fathers. 

We  will  commence  with  the  second 
chapter  of  Zechariah  3rd  to  13th  verses, 
"And,  behold,  the  angel  that  talked  with 
me  went  forth,  and  another  angel  went 
out  to  meet  him,  and  said.  Run,  speak  to 
this  young  man,  saying,  Jerusalem  shall 
be  inhabited  as  towns  without  walls  for 
the  multitude  of  men  and  oattle  therein; 
for  I,  saith  the  Lord,  will  be  unto  her  a 
wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  will  be  the 
glory  in  the  midst  of  her.  Ho,  ho,  come 
forth,  and  flee  from  the  land  of  the  north, 
saifh  the  Lord.  Deliver  thyself,  O  Zion, 
that  dwellest  with  the  daughter  of  Baby- 
lon. Gor  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts: 
after  the  glory  hath  he  sent  me  unto  the 
nations  which  spoiled  you,  for  he  that 
toucheth  you  toucheth  the  apple  of  his 
eye.  For      behold,      I      will      shako 

mine  hands  upon  them,  and  they  shall 
be  a  spoil  to  their  servants;  and  ye  shall 
know  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent 
me. 

"Sing  and  rejoice,  o  daughter  of  Zion  ; 
for  lo !  I  come,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  thee,  saith  the  Lord.  And  many 
nations  will  be  joined  to  the  Lord  in  that 
day,  and  shall  be  my  people ;  and  I  will 
dwell  in  the  midst  of  thee,  and  thou  shalt 
know  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  spoken 
unto  thee.  And  the  Lord  shall  inherit 
Judah,  his  portion  in  the  Holy  Land, 
and  shall  choose  Jerusalem  again.  Be 
silent,  O  all  flesh,  before  the  Lord;  for 
He  is  raised  up  out  of  his  holy  habita- 
tion." 

The  events  characteristic  of  the  time 
that  the  Lord  shall  come  to  the  people 
from  the  north  are:  First,  the  appearing 
of  an  angel  to  a  young  man  to  tell  him 
that  Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited  as 
towns  without  walls  for  the  multitude  of 
men  and  cattle  therein,  and  that  the 
Lord  will  be  a  wall  of  fire  round  about. 
Second,  Zion  is  commanded  to  deliver 
herself  from  the  daughters  of  Babylon. 
Third,  many  nations  shall  be  joined  to 
the  Lord  in  that  day.  Fourth,  the  Lord 
will  come  to  Zion.  Fifth,  the  Lord  shall 
inherit  Judah.  His  portion  of  the  Holy 
Land.  "In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord,  will 
assemble  her  that  halteth  and  I  will 
gather  her  that  is  driven  out.  and  her 
that  is  afflicted  :  and  I  will  make  her  that 
halteth  a  remnant,  and  her  that  was  cast 
afar  off  a  strong  nation  and  the  Lord 
shall  reign  over  them  in  Mount  Zion 
from  henceforth  and  forever.  (Micah 
iv.:0-7."  When  this  gathering  is  accom- 
plished the  Lord  will  reign  over  His  peo 
pie,  not  only  a  thousand  years,  but  hence- 
forth  and   forever.     "Her  that   is  driven 


out"  refers  lo  the  Ton  Tribes,  and  "her 
that  I  have  afflicted"  lo  the  Jews;  but 
there  is  another  division  of  the  house  of 
Israel  spoken  Of  here,  "her  that  halt- 
eth," or  the  children  of  Ephraim.  Then 
the   nations   will   dwell    in    peace  on    the 

earth,  "and  Ihoy  shall  boat  their  swords 
into  plowshares  and  I  heir  swords  into 
pruning  hooks;  nation  shall  not  lift  up 
a  sword  againsl  a  nation,  neither  shall 
I  hoy    learn    war    any    more." 

The  Prophet  Isaiah  has  spoken  of  the 
gathering  in  the  following  language: 
"Anil  lir  shall  sot  up  an  ensign  for  the 
nations  and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts 

of  Israel,  anil  gather  together  the  dis- 
persed of  Judah  from  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth.  I  Isaiah  11:12)."  The  Jews 
are  called  ""dispersed"  because  they  arc 
scattered  among  all  nations,  and  the  Ten 
Tribes  are  called  "outcasts"  because  they 
have  ben  cast  front  the  knowledge  of 
the  nations.  "The  Lord  dolh  build  up 
Jerusalem;  He  gathereth  the  outcasts  of 
Israel."  (Psalms,  147:21."  "In  those  days 
the  house  of  Judah  shall  walk  with  the 
house  of  Israel,  and  they  shall  come  to- 
gether from  the  land  of  the  north  to  a 
land  that  I  have  given  for  an  inheritance 
unto  your  fathers.  ((.lor..  3:18)."  "Be 
hold  I  will  brnng  them  from  the  north 
country  and  will  gather  them  from  the 
coasts  of  the  earth.  *  *  *  a  groat  com- 
pany  shall   return  thither.   (.Tor.,   31 :8)." 

Many  people  erroneously  suppose  that 
the  day  of  miracles  is  a  thing  of  the  past, 
but  in  fulfillment  of  the  prophesies  here- 
in quoted,  a  miracle  will  be  performed 
that  will  east  into  obscurity  the  one 
wrought  in  bringing  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  "There- 
fore, behold,  the  days  come,  saith  the 
Lord,  that  it  shall  no  more  be  said.  The 
Lord  Iiveth  that  brought  up  the  children 
of  Israel  from  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  the 
Lord  Iiveth  that  brought  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  the  land  of  the  north,  and 
from  all  the  nations  whither  He  had 
driven  them,  and  I  will  bring  again  into 
their  own  land,  that  I  gave  unto  their 
fathers."     (.Ter.,  10:14-15;  23:7-8). 

As  there  is  no  accessible  means  of 
penetrating  the  northern  regions,  there 
is  a  likelihood  of  the  Ten  Tribse  being 
secluded,  and  it  is  of  importance  to  un- 
derstand how  they  will  make  their  re- 
turn over  the  mountains  of  ice  which  at 
present  defy  explorers.  A  description  of 
a  highway  is  given  in  Isaiah  35:8-10, 
which  is  to  be  used  as  a  passage  for  the 
children-  of  the  Ten  Tribes.  The  revela- 
tions which  God  has  given  to  this  dis- 
persed are  more  explicit  and  will  extend 
the  knowledge  of  those  who  will  accept 
the  same.  "And  they  who  are  in  the 
north  countries  shall  come  in  remem- 
brance before  the  Lord,  and  their 
prophets  shall  hear  His  voice,  and  shall 
no  longer  stay  themselves,  and  they  shall 
smite  the  rocks  and  the  ice  shall  flow 
down  at  their  presence.  And  an  high- 
way shall  be  cast  up  in  the  midst  of  the 
great  deep.  Their  enemiesshall  become 
a  prey  unto  them,  and  in  the  barren  des- 
erts shall  there  come  forth  pools  of  liv- 
ing water:  and  the  parched  ground  shall 
no  longer  be  a  thirsty  land.  And  they 
shall  bring  forth  their  rich  treasures 
unto  the  children  of  Ephriam.  my  ser- 
vants. And  there  shall  they  fall  down 
and  be  crowned  with  glory,  even  in  Zion. 
by  the  hands  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord, 
even  the  children  of  Ephriam:  and  they 
shall  be  filled  with  songs  of  everlasting 
joy."'  (Doctrine  and  Covenants,  section 
133:26-33).  "Wherefore  prepare  ye  the 
way  of  the  Lord." 
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ROBERTS  ANO  MORMORISM. 

HV    WILLIAM   EDWARD    HEAD. 
Pocahontas,  Tazewell  Co.,  Va., 

July   26,    18!)!). 
Editor  Advance.  Lynchburg: 

I  see  all  unwarraiilecl  ci'il  icisin  ill  your 
editorial  of  the  124th  against  Congressman 
Koi«  ris.  polygamy  and  Mormons. 

Papers,  as  a  general  rule,  are  making 
comments  on  this  subject  unfairly.  In 
the   first   place,   no  plural   marriages   have 

been  made  in  Utah  since  the  act  wm 
passed  against  it;  then  the  Church  passed 
an  ordinance  against  it  also.  Only  be- 
tween 2  and  3  per  cent,  of  the  people 
practiced  it,  and  that  when  no  law  forbade 
it.  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bible 
against  it.  So  there  was  no  law  violated, 
for  there  was  none  to  violate. 

When  congress  forliade  it,  what  were 
these  husbands  to  do  with  their  wives? 
Paul  says:  "lie  that  pruvideth  not  for 
his  own.  especially  liis  own  Household,  de- 
nieth  the  faith  and  is  worse  than  an  in- 
lidel."  Do  you  want  these  people  to  act 
worse  than  infidels,  or  what  do  you  want 
them  to  do? 

Truth,  honor  and  righteousness  hind 
these  people  to  lake  care  of  their  wives 
and  children.  Now.  if  these  men  had 
utterly  forsaken  their  families  when  this 
law  was  passed,  and  so  invalidated  and 
dishonored  their  must  sacred  vows  ami 
duties  and  committed  a  fraud  and  turned 
traitors  to  their  families  (which  none  of 
them  have  lieen  mean  enough  to  do),  then 
the  law  would  have  been  fulfilled  and  the 
critical  papers  satisfied. 

What  are  these  critics  howling  about? 
Not  because  these  people  are  acting  dis- 
honorable, for  they  are  not.  Is  polygamy 
a  crime?  If  so.  then  tiod  made  a  mistake 
when  He  gave  David  and  the  Patriarchs 
so  many  wives.  "Thus  saith  the  Lord 
Cud  of  Israel,  I  annotated  the  king  over 
Israel  and  I  delivered  thee  out  of  the 
hand  of  Saul,  and  I  gave  thee  thy  mas- 
ter's houses,  and  thy  master's  wives,"  etc. 
(II.  Sam.  xii.  :7-8.)  So  God  has  been  in 
the  plural  marrying  business;  hence  it  is 
a  divine  institution.  He 'does  not  stop 
here,  but  tells  us  through  His  holy  prophet 
that  He  is  going  into  it  again.  "And  in 
that  day  seven  women  shall  take  hold  of 
one  man,  saying,  we  will  eat  of  our  own 
bread  and  wear  our  own  apparel,  only 
let  us  be  called  by  thy  name  to  take  away 
our  reproach.  In  that  day  shall  the 
branch  of  the  Lord  be  glorious,  and  the 
fruit  of  the  earth  shall  be  excellent  ami 
comely  for  them  that  are  escaped  of  Is- 
rael."'    (Isa.   iv:l--J.I 

The  reason  why  the  Mormons  took 
plural  wives  is  because  they  were  com- 
manded to  do  so,  in  a  recent  revelation. 
They  hold  that  polygamy  is  a  sin  when  it 
is  not  commanded  by  God.  It  follows  that 
all  who  protest  aginst  this  divine  institu- 
tion are  maligning  God's  works  and  defy- 
ing His  holy  commands;  not  saying  any- 
thing about  casting  reflections  on  Moses, 
Abraham  and  the  chosen  ones  of  old,  and 
the  lineage  of  Jesus  Christ.  Will  not 
some  of  these  hard  critics  try  bye  and  bye 
to  make  some  kind  of  shift  to  get  into 
polygamist    Abraham's   bosom? 

When  Abraham  was  commanded  to  sac- 
rifice his  son  Isaac,  he  did  not  seek  a 
learned  theologian  to  explain  away  the 
command  and  tell  him  that  Cod  did  not 
mean  his  own  son  Isaac;  but  that  he  must 
have  meant  some  other  man's  son  by  that 
name ;  but  Abraham  obeyed,  so  do  Mor- 
mons obey  revelations  to  them. 

The  Saints  believe  that  God  is  more 
competent  to  explain  Himself  to  us  than 
are  those  hired  priests,  who  divine  for 
monev.      If    God    should    command    these 


Critical  editors  to  marry  plural  wives, 
would  they  "keep  the  commandments." 
or  would  they  hire  a  priest  to  tell  them 
thai  God  did  not  mean  that;  but  to  follow 
the  fashion,  and  Pollardize  them,  and  thai 
will  do? 

The  many  republicans  who  voted  Un- 
democratic ticket  for  B.  II.  Roberts,  give 
as  their  reasons  for  so  doing  that  Roberts 
is  one  of  the  purest,  best  and  most  com- 
petent   men    of    their    knowledge,    and    that 

his  superior  in  goodness,  talent,  capacity 

and    general    fitness    cannot    be    found. 

There  is  not  a  man  in  congress  id'  high- 
er morals  and  uprightness  of  heart  than 
this  one.  If  Utah  should  protest  against 
Maj.  Daniel  serving  our  state  the  press 
would  combine  and  accuse  Utah  of  trea- 
son and  all  kinds  of  crimes.  The  critical 
editors  are  telling  the  world  thai  we  have 
a  right  to  elect  our  representatives  in  this 
free  land,  but  deny  all  this  right  to  Utah. 
What  is  the  reason  the  people  of  Utah 
have  not  the  right  to  choose  a  congress- 
man and  have  him  serve?  He  who  pro- 
tests against  an  honest  representative  re- 
flects on  the  intelligence  of  freedom  and 
state  rights  and  throws  a  bomb  at  the 
foundation  of  an  honest  government ;  not 
saying  anything  about  a  party  slinging 
rotten  eggs  at  one  of  its  own  congressmen 
who  was  elected  by  a  big  majority,  on 
account  of  his  superiority  as  a  man. 
Nobody  objects  to  Roberts  on  account  of 
not  being  fairly  and  honestly  elected. 
Neither  do  any  dare  assert  that  he  is  not 
competent  and  honest.  All  admit  that  he 
will  represent  his  people  and  state  with 
as  much  integrity  as  Maj.  Daniel.  Then, 
all  there  is  the  matter  is  that  Utah  made 
the  mistake  of  electing  an  honest  man ; 
and  the  democratic  parly  has  too  many 
members  in  congress,  so  they  want  to  re- 
duce them  down. 

These  good  editors.  Christians  and 
priests  who  have  it  recorded  in  the  book 
of  remembrance  that  they  object  to  a 
polygamist  disgracing  our  congress,  will 
hardly  dare  to  travel  that  straight  and 
narrow  road  which  leads  up  and  right 
into  polygamist  Abraham's  bosom :  be- 
cause this  religion  is  so  repulsive  to  them 
that  they  cannot  endure  it  in  the  United 
Stales,  how  can  they  be  embraced  by 
Father  Abraham? 


Florida    Philosopher. 

The  Presbyterians  out  in  Salt  Lake 
City  might  be  better  employed  than  in 
trying  to  create  an  unholy  prejudice 
against  the  Mormons,  who  are  probably 
better  Christians  than  they  are.  If  they 
want  to  light  real  evils  they  should  di- 
rect their  energies  against  tbe  liquor 
curse,  the  houses  of  ill-fame,  gambling. 
political  outrages  and  election  frauds,  be- 
sides the  many  other  sins.  It  is  no  honor 
lor  one  church  to  try  to  demolish  an- 
other— it  is  the  method  hypocrites  have 
adopted    from    time    immemorial.         It 

would  be  better  manners  to  let  the  Mor- 
mons alone  in  a  city  founded  and  built 
by  their  own  enterprise  2,000  miles  in 
the  desert,  after  they  had  been  driven 
from  their  homes  in  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri,   through    persecution. 


A  great  man  is  alwavs  willing  tn  be 
little.  While  he  sits  on  the  cushion  of 
advantages  he  goes  to  sleep.  When  he  is 
pushed  and  disappointed,  tormented,  de- 
feated, he  has  a  chance  to  learn  some- 
thing. He  has  been  put  on  his  wits,  but 
he  has  gained  facts;  he  has  learned  his 
ignorance,  he  is  cured  of  the  insanity  of 
conceit,  lias  got  moderation  and  real 
skill. — Emerson. 


Venture  not  to  the  utmost  bounds  of 
even  lawful  pleasures;  the  limits  of  good 
and  evil   join. —  Fuller. 


More  Mobbing. 

BY    KLDEB    JAS.    W.    DDFPIN. 
At    the   conference,   held   at   Batesville, 
Virginia,    Elders   .1.   ('.    Smith   and   James 
W.   Dullin    were   assigned    to   labor   in    I ln- 
city   of    Richmond.     On    their   way    they 

stopped  at  Oilville  and  preached  to  the 
Saints.     There  was  a   family   in  the  neigh 

borhood  named  Goldsmith,  who  had  re- 
cently returned  from  Utah  dissatisfied  and 
I  hey  circulated  many  false  stories  about 
I  lie  people  of  the  west.  Many  id'  the 
Sainls  were  related  to  this  family,  and 
some  of  them  believed  the  stories  that 
wen-  told.  "We  deemed  it  our  duty  to  re- 
pudiate the  false  Claims;  at  the  same 
time  a  mob  was  being  organized  to  whip 
us.  Willi  a  relative  as  leader  of  the  mob, 
we  were  I  old  that  if  we  did  not  leave  they 
would  hang  us.  Saturday  night  we  held 
a  good  meeting  and  paid  no  attention  to 
their  threats.  Sunday  we  held  a  meeting 
and  a  large  crowd  was  present.  We  ap 
pointed  a  meeting  for  that  night  at  the 
request  of  the  audience  and  the  house  was 

packed.       After    meeting     we     were     going 

home  with  Brother  John  Toler  and  were 
obliged  to  walk  through  a  dark  thicket  of 
woods.  When  we  came  to  the  darkest 
place  two  ruffians  rushed  upon  me  with 
large  clubs;  the  first  lick  struck  my  right 
shoulder  and  was  immediately  followed 
by  a  hard  blow  upon  my  head,  which 
stunned  me;  two  more  blows  were  struck, 
knocking  me  senseless  for  a  few  moments. 
Elder  Smith  hit  one  of  the  ruffians  with 
a  lantern,  breaking  the  globe  and  putting 
out  the  light,  and  in  this  way  my  life  was 
saved.  As  soon  as  the  light  was  out  the 
men  ran  into  the  woods.  We  armed  our- 
selves with  clubs  and  proceeded  on  to 
Brother  Toler's,  where  we  will  remain 
long  enough  to  get  well  enough  to  go  into 
Richmond. 

Flemming  Riddelle  was  the  leader  in 
this  assault,  and  when  arrested  he  con- 
fessed his  guilt  and  said  he  intended  to 
"kill  the  Mormons."  The  trial  was  set 
for  Wednesday  morning,  August  30th,  and 
as  they  were  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
I  rial  an  armed  body  of  horsemen  rode  up 
intending  to  loose  the  prisoner,  and.  if 
necessary,  kill  us.  The  mob  forced  US  In 
compromise  and  we  agreed  to,  providing 
they  would  pay  the  costs  and  bind  him 
over  to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year.  They 
would  not  do  this,  and  insisted  on  us  pay- 
ing half  the  costs.  When  I  consented  i" 
do  so  they  said  "there  is  no  law  in  Vir- 
ginia for  Mormons."  The  warrant  read 
as  follows:  "The  said  Flemming  Rid- 
delle did  waylay  the  said  James  Duftin  on 
the  public  highway,  and  did  unmercifully 
club  on  the  head  the  said  James  Dutliu. 
with  intent  to  kill,  without  any  provoca- 
tion." 


Releases  and  Appointments. 

ReleiiHeH. 

Alma  Page.  East  Tennessee. 

D.  ('.  Babbitt.  Georgia. 

H.    C.    Pettey.    Middle    Tennessee. 

Ariel   F.  Gardon,  Chattanooga. 

Trttnsrer», 

J.  W.  Funk.  Georgia  to  Ohio. 

Joseph  F.  Nibley.  East  Kentucky  to 
Ohio. 

M.  C.  Miller,  Virginia  to  Ohio. 

Albert  Arrowsniith,  North  Kentucky 
to  Chattanooga. 


THE   DEAD. 

Brother  Pryer  Wicker,  a  son  of  Dun 
can  R.  and  Helen  Wicker,  of  Colon.  X. 
C,  accidentally  shol  himself  August  23d'. 
He  was  111  years  of  age  and  dearly  beloved 
by  all   who  knew   him. 
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Saturday,  September  9,  1899. 
ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

OF  THE  CHURCH   OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF 
LATTER-DAY  SAINTS. 

t.  We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal  Father,  and  in  Hie  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the  Holy  GhoBt. 

8.  We  believe  that  men  will  be  punished  for  their  own 
•Ini,  aud  not  for  Adam's  transgression. 

8.  We  believe  that,  through  the  atonemenl\>f  Christ,  all 
mankind  may  be  saved,  by  obedience  t»  the  Ibwb  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel. 

4.  We  believe  that  the  first  principles  and  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel  are :  First,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  second, 
Repentance;  third,  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  llns ;  fourth.  Laying  on  of  ilands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy 

Okoat 

ft.  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God,  by 
"  prophecy,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  bandB,"  by  those  who  are 
In  authority,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances thereof. 

6.  We  believe  in  the' same  organization  that  existed  in 
the  primitive  church — namely,  Apostles,  Prophets,  Pastors, 
Teachers,  Evangelists,  etc. 

7.  We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues,  prophecy,  revelation, 
visions,  healing,  interpretation  of  toogues,  etc. 

6.  We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  as  far  aB  it 
is  translated  correctly  ;  we  aUo  believe  the  Book  of  Mormon 
to  be  the  word  of  God. 

9.  We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed,  all  that  He  does 
now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

10.  We  beliove  in  the  literal  gathering  of  Israel  and  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Ten  Tribes ;  that  Zion  will  be  built  upon 
this  (the  American)  continent ;  that  Christ  will  reign  person- 
ally npon  the  earth,  and  that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and 
receive  its  paradisiacal  glory. 

11.  .We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship  how,  where,  or  what 
they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings,  presidents,  rulers, 
and  magistrates  ;  in  obeying,  honoring  ana  sustaining  the  law. 

18.  *  We  believe  in  being  honeBt,  true,  chaste,  benevolent, 
virtuous,  and  in  doing  good  to  all  man ;  indeed,  we  may  say 
that  we  follow  the  admonition  of  Paul,  "We  believe  all  things, 
we  hope  all  things,"  we  have  endured  many  tbing6,  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  endure  all  things.  If  there  is  anything  virtuoua, 
lovely,  or  of  good  report  or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  then* 
things -JOSEPH  SMITH. 


The  Cleveland  Leader  is  reaching  into 
Utah  and  firing  some  hot  shots  at  polyg- 
amy. To  the  outside  world  it  looks  as 
if  I  he  Leader  might  do  more  good  by 
reserving  its  energy  and  indignation  for 
the  anarchy  aud  the  dynamiting  which 
have  been  flourishing  right  tinder  its 
own  windows. — Washington  Post. 


Complaints  are  coming  in  from  all  over 
the  South  that  subscribers  are  not  receiv- 
ing The  Southern  Star.  We  will  do  all 
in  our  power  to  see  that  the  papers  reach 
their  destination.  If  in  the  future  your 
paper  is  not  delivered,  let  us  know  and 
we  will  inform  the  postoffice  inspectors 
and  the  guilty  postmasters  will  be  caught. 
Already  cases  in  Alabama  have  been  given 
inspectors  and  they  are  now  working  to 
catch  the  parties  guilty  of  not  delivering 
mail. 


^"IIK  Christian  Observer 
'C    of  September  8th  con- 
\2)  tains    the     following 
article  on  "Mormon  Efforts  for  Converts"  : 


ARE  THEY 
JEALOUS? 


"The  Mormon  Church  has  recently  begun 
a  serious  effort  to  win  converts  all  over  the 
country.  Its  officers  seem  to  be  conscious 
that  the  policy  of  development  in  Utah 
and  the  surrounding  territory  means  loss. 
If  not  destruction,  to  them,  both  because  of 
the  divisions  thai  have  arisen  In  their  own 
body  and  because  of  the  large  number  of 
conversions  from  Mormonism  to  evangelical 
Christianity.  Hence,  apparently,  they  are 
seeking  to  make  converts  in  the  Mississippi 
valley. 

Of  the  divisions,  we  know  but  little.  We 
apprehend    that    they    exist.  Concerning 

conversions  to  the  truth,  we  have  just  seen 
a  statement  from  a  pastor  In  Utah  that  he 
has  received  enough  persons  from  Mormon- 
ism to  equal  one-half  the  present  member- 
ship of  his  church.  For  obvious  reasons, 
on  renouncing  Mormonism,  niauy  of  these 
converts  moved  away,  but  still  he  finds  that 
one-fifth  of  his  members  are  converts  from 
Mormonism.    This  Is  in  Utah. 

It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  Mor- 
monism is  seeking  converts  In  the  older 
states.  We  have  before  us  a  synopsis  of 
the  Mormon  work  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  etc.,  for  the  first  week 
In  August.  Its  energy  is  startling.  In 
Kentucky  we  have  about  185  Presbyterian 
ministers;  Mormonism  has  111  missionaries 
in  Kentucky.  In  Tennessee,  Presbyterian 
ministers  number  about  150;  Mormon  propa- 
gandists number  107;  in  Alabama  the  num- 
bers are  SS  and  52;  in  Florida  50  and  42,  etc. 
The  number  of  Mormon  missionaries  is  so 
large  as  to  arouse  concern,  lest  they  should 
really  make  an  impression  upon  the  com- 
munity. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  great  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  these  states  are  repell- 
ing this  polygamous  travesty  on  Chris- 
tianity. The  report  in  hand  shows  that  937 
meetings  were  held  during  that  week,  and 
that  these  495  missionaries  approached  6,442 
persons  or  groups  with  their  Mormon  ar- 
guments, yet  they  succeeded  in  selling  only 
343  books,  and  in  inducing  only  forty-three 
persons  to  accept  their  teachings. 

And  yet  the  persistent  effort  of  a  body  of 
five  hundred  missionaries  is  not  to  be  de- 
spised. We  may  not  close  our  eyes  to  the 
danger,  but  resist  it  prayerfully  and  ear- 
nestly. 

Not  by  physical  violence.  The  Gospel 
condemns  violence.  But  by  faithfully  warn- 
ing the  people  to  go  not  near  them,  we  may 
resist  the  evil." 

From  the  nature  of  this  article  we  are 
not  lead  to  doubt  the  honesty  of  the 
editor,  when,  in  speaking  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Mormon  Church,  he  says, 
"We  know  but  little." 

A  student  called  at  the  office  of  Dr. 
Karl  G.  Maeser,  and  the  following  con- 
versation ensued: 

"Well,  my  boy,  what  can  I  do  for  you 
this  morning?" 

"Oh,  Brother  Maeser,  I'm  utterly  dis- 
couraged. I  think  I'd  better  go  home. 
I  don't  know  anything,  and  I'll  never  be 
able  to  learn  anything.  I  did  think  I 
knew  a  little  something  when  I  left 
home;  but  when  I  get  into  the  classes 
here,  they're  so  far  advanced,  and  every- 
thing I  did  know  leaves  me,  and  I  sit 
there  and  look  stupid  and  can't  say  a 
word,  or  understand  a  question  that's 
put  to  me.  I  can't  stand  it  any  longer. 
I'll  have  to  go  home." 

"My  dear  boy" — with  a  caressing 
touch  of  the  hand — "you  have  learned 
the  first  great  lesson,  and  I'm  glad  you 
have  learned  it  so  well.  This  is  the 
Lord's  way  of  starting  a  student  in 
aright.  Be  thankful  that  you  have 
learned  so  soon  that  you  know  nothing. 
No  student  can  remain  here  long  who 
does  not  learn  the  lesson  of  humility. 
Even  if  he  should,  he  never  would  be  a 
real  student.  Go,  now,  my  dear  boy; 
make  the  Lord  your  friend.  The  light 
will  soon  begin  to  shine,  and  you  will 
find  yourself  in  a  new  world." 

Christian  Observer,  profit  by  this;  aud 
now  that  you  acknowledge  you  "know 
but  little,"  we  will  tell  you  something. 
You   "apprehend"   that      division    exists 


among  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  aud  if,  as 
.Mm  say,  the  Mormon  Church  authorities 
arc  cognizant  of  these  fails,  how  can 
your  brother  preachers  leave  Utah  und 
with  Ictus  in  I  heir  eyes  appeal  to  lite  peo- 
ple of  the  east  to  assist  them  (finan- 
cially) break  down  the  walls  of  tyr- 
any  and  lice  the  people  from  priest- 
craft? Is  it  not  an  apparent  inconsist- 
ency? mil  slop  you  "know  but  little," 
so  probably  you  are  wrong  aud  your 
brother  preachers  correct.  It  is  a  fact 
too  well  known  to  need  refuting  that 
the  Presbyterian  church  iu  Utah  re- 
ceives very  few  adherents  from  the  dom- 
inant church.  The  report  re 
(erred  to  in  the  above  article  may  have 
been  from  some  church  in  the  rural  dis- 
Iricts  witlt  a  probable  membership  of 
four  or  six,  and  in  this  way  we  can  im- 
agine how  the  converts  from  the  Mor- 
mons are  equal  to  one-half  the  present 
membership. 

While  Christ  was  speaking  to  His  dis- 
ciples (Matthew  24:14)  He  said,  "And 
this  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be 
preached  in  all  the  world  as  a  witness  unto 
all  nations,  and  then  shall  the  end  come." 
We  know  that  these  are  the  days  spoken 
of,  and  bear  testimony  that  the  Gospel 
has  beeu  restored  to  the  earth.  The 
reason  that  Elders  are  sent  out  to  preach 
the  Gospel  is  because  Christ  said  that 
they  should  be,  aud  the  work  will  con- 
tinue until   He  comes. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  Christian 
Observer  means  what  may  be  implied 
by,  "We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  are  repelling  this 
polygamous  travesty  on  Christianity," 
for  it  claims  to  uphold  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  grants  free- 
dom of  speech  and  opposes  such  acts  of 
lawlessness  as  have  been  perpetrated  on 
Elders  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Jasper 
county,  Georgia,  Dover,  Tenn.,  the  as- 
sault of  Elder  DurHn  near  Oilville,  Va., 
and  prohibiting  Elders  from  preaching  in 
Knoxville. 

We  appeal  to  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
south  to  use  their  influence  for  Ameri- 
canism and  abide  by  the  closing  para- 
graphs of  your  official  organ.  Learn  of 
Mormonism,  pray  for  wisdom,  spuru 
physical  violence,  and  in  a  short  time, 
when  Mormon  Elders  leave  their  homes 
aud  loved  ones,  there  will  be  no  feeling 
of  gloom  about  them  for  fear  of  being 
whipped  or  killed. 


ELDERS  rjRESIDENT.1.  URBAN 

,«..„.,„         K    ALLRKD  wrote   the 
ASSAULTED.       iq    ,.  ,,  ..     , 

r*    lollowi  n  g    particulars 

relative  to  the  raiding  of  the  meeting  at  1'ine 
Bluff,  sixteen  n  iles  from  Dover,  Stewart 
county,  Tenn.:  "While  holding  the  last  of  a 
series  of  meetings  at  Pine  Bluff  on  Sun- 
day night,  we  were  disturbed  several  times 
by  a  mob  throwing  stones  and  eggs  at  the 
school  house  in  which  we  were  preaching. 
When  meeting  closed  the  crowd  dispersed. 
We  expected  to  be  assaulted,  so  Elders 
Stewart,  Poole,  Thurber  and  myself  went 
with  the  largest  crowd  and  Elders  Hyrum 
Olsen  and  H.  C.  Pertey  went  in  another 
direction.  Our  party  escaped  violence,  but 
the  other  Elders  were  attacked  with 
rocks  from  men  iu  ambush.  The  rocks 
failing  iu  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  thrown,  one  of  the  fiends  fired  a 
shot  which  hit  litHe  Mary  Harden.  The 
child  was  just  12  years  of  age,  and  her 
frantic  screams  on  having  the  ball  pierce 
her  leg  caused  the  would-be  murderers  to 
flee.  As  soon  as  the  shot  was  fired  all 
lights  were  extinguished,  so  had  auy  more 
shooting  taken  place  there  would  be  noth- 
ing   to    determine    the    exact    location    of 
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< lie  Elders.  Robert,  the  child's  brothel', 
was  very  much  excited  until  he  found 
that  the  wound  was  not  fatal.  The  doctor 
thinks   it   necessary   to   remove   the   hall. 

"Our  meeting  at  the  above  named  place 
was  a  most  successful  and  pleasant  one. 
We  baptized  one  honest  soul  and  lel'l  the 
majority  of  the  people  our  friends,  who 
say  the  dastardly  and  disgraceful  affair 
will  he  vindicated.  A  searching  party 
with  bloodhounds  has  been  organized  lo 
search  out  the  guilty  party  or  parties.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  justice  will  be  meted 
to  those  who  attempted  the  lives  of  the 
Elders." 

The  Chattanooga  Times  had  the  fol- 
lowing account : 

MORMON   MEETING   RAIDED. 

Hover,  Teuu.,  Aug.  29.— (Special.)— While 
two  Moruion  lOlders  were  holding  services 
at  Vinson's  school  house,  fifteen  miles  be- 
low Dover,  Sunday  uiglit,  a  raid  was  made 
upon  the  audience  by  unknown  parlies. 
Several  rocks  were  thrown  into  the  crowd. 
Pistols  were  tired,  and  one  little  girl  was 
shot  through  the  leg.  The  neighborhood  is 
very  much  wrought  up  over  the  affair,  and 
an  effort  to  detect  the  guilty  parties  by  aid 
of  bloodhounds  is  being  made. 

The  same  paper  of  Sepl.  1  says: 

SUICIDE  THROUGH  REMORSE. 

Dover,  Tenn.,  Aug.  31.— (Special.)— Bastou 
Winson,  a  farmer  of  this  county,  commit- 
ted suicide  Monday  night  by  shooting  him- 
self with  a  pistol  and  then  cutting  his  own 
throat.  Bloodhounds  which  were  put  on 
the  track  of  the  parties  that  broke  up  the 
Mormon  meeting  and  shot  a  little  girl  Sun- 
day night  tracked  up  to  Vinson's  premises 
Monday.  No  arrest  was  made,  however, 
but  Vinson  was  supposed  to  be  one  of  the 
guilty  parties.  It  seems  from  writing  he 
left  on  a  pillow  ease  that  he  thought  he 
hud  killed  the  little  girl  and  then  commit- 
ted suicide  to  rid  himself  of  remorse  of 
conscience.  The  writing  was  to  that  ef 
feet,  and  stated  that  he  shot  at  one  of  the 
Mormon  Elders  and  did  not  intend  to  hurt 
anyone  else. 

Such  instances  as  these  impress  one 
very  forcibly  with  the  peculiar  manner 
in  which  the  law  of  retribution  works. 
Those  Who  violate  the  laws  of  God  must 
answer  for  the  same,  and  the  fact  that 
men  commit  sins  and  are  not  overtaken 
in  this  life  does  not  prove  that  they  es- 
cape the  hand  of  justice. 


Funeral  of  Elder  Thomas  Bell. 

BY  ELDER  R.  T.  MITCHELL. 
Salt  Lake  City,  Aug.  29,  1899. 
President     lien    E.    Rich,      Chattanooga, 
Tenn. : 

Dear  Brother  : — Having  now  completed 
my  sad  mission,  I  will  make  a  brief  re- 
port. Everything  has  worked  around  as 
nicely  as  could  have  been  expected ;  yes, 
even  far  beyond  my  expectations.  The 
railroad  companies  are  deserving  much 
credit  for  their  promptness  and  courtesy 
shown  me  throughout  the  entire  journey. 
1  arrived  at  Richfield  Saturday  at  4:13 
p.  in.  A  large  company  of  friends  and 
relatives  of  Brother  Bell  were  there  to 
meet  me.  We  immediately  took  the  body 
to  Glen  wood  (six  miles),  where  we  were 
met  by  Sister  Bell.  Poor  woman !  she 
was  nearly  beside  herself ;  the  long  mental 
strain  about  used  her  up,  but  I  think  she 
will  be  reconciled  in  a  few  days.  She  has 
many  friends  and  her  folks  are  quite  well 
to-do,  so  she  will  not  suffer  for  temporal 
things.  She  has  a  nice  little  home,  but 
no  income  of  her  own. 

The  body  was  in  first-class  condition ; 
'had  not  decomposed  in  the  least.  We 
dressed  him  in  his  Temple  clothes,  and 
although  his  face  was  still  dark  colored, 
he  looked  very  natural.  The  funeral  was 
held  Sunday  at  10  a.  m.  in  the  Glenwood 
meeting  house.  An  immense  crowd  turned 
out  and  I  feel  that  the  services  did  much 
to  console  the  family.  The  cortege  was 
at  least  a  mile  long,  although  the  Sunday 


School  Conference  was  being  held  at 
Richfield,  showing  that  the  people  of  Se- 
vier county  are  a  sympathetic  and  kind 
people.  All  was  done  to  make  is  as  pleas- 
anl  as  possible  and  I  he  relatives  arc  not 
only  satisfied,  but  truly  thankful  to  all. 
both  those  in  the  South  who  assisted  iheui 
in  their  affliction  and  those  at  home.  I 
feel  that  Elder  Bell  is  also  satisfied  with 
what  has  been  done,  and  his  body  will 
now  rest  in  peace  until  the  morning  of 
the  resurrection. 


Deseret  News. 

Last  evening  the  body  oi  Elder  Thos. 
Bell,  who  died  last  Sunday  while  on  a 
mission  in  Georgia,  arrived  here  over  the 
R.  G.  W.  Elder  Ralph  T.  Mitchell  ac- 
companied the  body  here.  A  large  num- 
ber of  people  were  over  from  Glenwood 
to  meet  the  train  and  bear  the  remains 
of  the  departed  Elder  to  his  late  home.  A 
beautifully  decorated  carriage  was  ready 
to  receive  the  corpse,  and  after  it  was 
placed  therein  the  funeral  train  moved 
slowly  on  to  Glenwood,  where  services 
were  held  at  10  o'clock  today.  The  meet- 
ing house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  ca- 
pacity; it  seemed  there  was  scarcely  a 
soul  in  the  town  who  had  not  come  out  to 
pay  respects  to  the  memory  of  their  de- 
parted brother  and  townsman.  Elder 
Mitchell,  Elder  Washburn,  of  Monroe, 
who  went  out  with  him,  but  re- 
lumed home  two  weeks  ago  on  account  of 
ill-health,  and  Presidents  Seegmiller  and 
Home  were  the  speakers.  Consoling  re- 
marks were  made  by  all,  but  it  seemed 
as  if  the  bereaved  wife  could  not  be  com- 
forted— in  fact,  her  physical  and  mental 
condition   are   alarming. 


A  Fruit  of  the  Gospel  Teachings. 

BY    CYRUS    GRIDER. 

Persimmon,    Ky. 
Editor  of  The  Southern  Star. 

If  you  will  give  space  in  your  paper 
for  a  few  lines,  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  what  I  have  learned 
about  the  "Mormons"  and  their  doctrine. 
As  you  well  know,  we  who  have  had  no 
chance  to  learn  of  the  "Mormons"  and 
their  teachings  but  from  their  enemies, 
do  not  form  a  very  good  opinion  of  them. 
To  my  pleasant  surprise,  two  Elders 
called  at  our  home  in  January  of  this 
year  aud  informed  us  that  they  would 
preach  in  our  school  house  that  day.  A 
portion  of  my  family  attended  through 
curiosity  and  brought  back  very  favorable 
reports.  I  lived  near  the  school  house, 
but  did  not  attend  the  meetings  for  three 
days,  but  my  family  and  neighbors  be- 
came so  interested  they  finally  persuaded 
me  to  go.  It  was  there  I  first  became 
acquainted  with  the  doctrines  of  Christ, 
as  taught  by  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  and 
to  my  great  surprise,  it  was  Bible  doc- 
trine. Each  sermon  created  a  desire  to 
hear  the  next,  and  the  Scriptures  were 
made  plainer  to  me  than  ever  before  in 
my  life.  I  did  not  cease  to  hear  them 
when  they  left  our  neighborhood,  but  fol- 
lowed them  to  two  other  districts. 

I  have  entertained  several  of  the  El- 
ders, among  them  President  Price,  and  a 
nicer  and  more  Christ-like  lot  of  men  I 
have  never  met.  They  seem  to  take  great 
pleasure  in  explaining  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  and  are  always  glad  to  give 
their  ideas  on  religious  subjects.  I  can 
truthfully  say  I  love  to  take  care  of  the 
Elders,  and  my  doors  are  open  to  any  and 
all,  for  I  believe  they  are  servants  of  the 
Lord  and  trying  to  do  His  will. 

I  have  followed  Paul's  admonition  to 
"prove  all  things  and  hold  fast  to  that 
which  is  good,"  and  while  I  am  not  a 
member  of  the  church  at  present,  it  is  not 
saying  that   I   will   not  become  one  some 


day.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  reading 
The  Star  and  hope  in  the  near  future  to 
add  my  name  lo  the  lisl  of  subscribers. 


SPEEO  AWAY. 

BY    ELDER    DAVID    II.     ELTON. 
Written  for  The  Southern   Star. 
Speed  away!  speed  away!   we  arc  servants 

of   God, 
(.'ailed    forth    to    declare    the    glad    tidings 

abroad. 
The   harvest    is   great    and    I  In-    laborers   are 

few, 
Let    us  do  with  our  might,    what   our  hands 

rind  to  do. 
As  lambs  among  wolves   we   iiiusi    journey 

today, 
S| il  away!  Speed  away!  speed  away! 

Speed  away!  speed  away!  tno'  trials  should 

come, 
Tho'    Satan    should    buffet,    I  lie    work    must 

lie     done.  I 

Willi    the    sword    of    Ihi'    Spirit— God'B    own 

Holy    Word. 
We'll    overcome    sin    In    the    name    of    our 

Lord. 
Yielding    not    to    temptation,    but    watch    ye 

and    pruy. 
Speed  away!   speed  away!   speed   away! 

Speed  away!  speed  away!  Ye  nations 
give  ear, 

Have  faith  In  Christ  Jesus,  His  coming  Is 
near. 

Repent  aud  be  baptized.  His  Spirit  will 
guide, 

His  grace  is  sufficient,  whate'er  may  be- 
tide. 

Awake,  slumb'ring  mortals!  the  Gospel 
obey! 

Speed    away!    speed    away!    speed    away! 

Speed   away!   speed   away!    with   the    "Good 

News"   to  all. 
The  poor  and  the  needy;  the  great   and   the 

small, 
The  Spirit  says  "Come"  to  the  fountain  of 

life, 
And   cease  your   contentious,    your   variance 

and   strife. 
The    night    is    far    spent;    then    work    while 

you   may, 
Speed   away!   speed   away!   speed  away! 

Speed   away!    speed   away!   the   Truth    will 

prevail; 
The  plans  of  the  enemy   perish  aud   fail. 
Our   King!    the    Messiah!    is    leading    us   on; 
He    bids    us    be    true-hearted    all    the    day 

long, 
Then  onward  and  upward,   from  duty   ne'er 

stray, 
Speed   away!    speed   away!    speed    away! 

Speed    away!    speed    away!    o'er    mouutain 

and   plaiu: 
Go   gather    the    lost    sheep    of    Israel    again. 
Y'e    "Fishers    aud    Hunters"    go    make    the 

truth   known; 
Declare     to    all     nations,     "An    angel     has 

flown; 
The    Gospel's    restored;    come    work    while 

'tis  day." 
Speed   away!   speed  away!   speed   away! 

Speed  away!  speed  away!  "Salvation  is 
free!" 

We  hear  the  Good  Shepherd  say,  "Come 
unto  me." 

The  "ensign"  is  lifted;  the  Saints  all  re- 
joice, 

From  Bab'lon  they  flee  to  the  land  of  their 
choice. 

Tho'  Saints  are  despised  now.  the  world 
they'll   yet   sway, 

Speed  away!   speed   away!   speed   away! 

Speed  away!  speed  away!  the  time  soon 
will   come 

When  all  shall  behold  Him,  the  Crucified 
One. 

When  He  with  His  saiuts  on  Mount  Zlon 
shall    stand. 

What  joy  will  be  ours  in  that  blessed  hap- 
py  band. 

With  Jesus  we'll  live  and  forever  we'll 
stay. 

Speed    away!    speed   away!    speed    away! 


The  way  the  Mormon  missionaries  arc 
being  mobbed  throughout  the  southern 
states  would  rather  indicate  a  precon- 
certed plan  to  thwart  their  progress.  The 
preachers  have  got  the  people  pretty  well 
worked  up  on  the  Mormon  question,  but 
the  more  intelligent  class  of  citizens  will 
see  very  little  argument  in  hickory 
switches. — Provo  Enquirer. 
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FAITH  A  LIVING  PRINCIPLE. 

Remarks  Made  at  the  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle,  April  7,  1899. 

liY   APOSTLE  JP.  M.  LYMAN. 


I  trust,  my  brethren  and  sist-as.  that 
you  will  give  me  the  support  of  your 
faith  aud  prayers  that  you  ha'Vi  my 
brethren  who  haire  spoken,  that  the  spiiit 
of  the  Lord  may  assist  loe  as  the/  have 
beeu  assisted.  Many  thoughts  puss  be- 
fore my  miud  when  we  hear  our  brethren 
speak  upon  the  principles  of  life  auo  sal- 
vation. We  realize  that  we  are  compet- 
ed with  a  very  important  w  •r.'c-as  im- 
portant no  doubt,  as  any  work  that  has 
ever  been  established  upon  this  earth. 
The  fact  that  it  has  beeu  introduced  by 
our  Heavenly  Father  aud  is  His  work, 
for  the  salvation  of  the  children  of  men. 
certainly  should  be  evidence  enough 
to  give  lo  it  our  undivided  attention. 

The  authority  of  the  Lord  has  been  re- 
vealed in  our  day,  and  it  is  possessed  by 
a  host  of  men.  We  are  under  obligation 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  doctrines  that 
are  revealed  for  the  salvation  of  the 
world,  that  light  may  come  into  the 
hearts  of  the  people;  for  the  world  lieth 
in  darkness,  in  a  fallen  state.  We  are 
dependent  upon  the  assistance  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  tor  our  redemption, 
and  it  is  important  that  we  should  lie  re- 
deemed in  this  life.  The  design  of  our 
Father  is  that  His  children  should  be  re- 
lieved from  the  effects  of  the  fall,  be  re- 
deemed from  the  power  of  sin  and  Sa- 
tan, and  be  brought  back  into  fellow- 
ship with  Him.  The  plan  that  He  lias 
Offered  for  this  purpose  Commends  itself 
to  every  honest,  unprejudiced  soul,  be- 
cause it  is  a  reasonable  plan,  founded  on 
truth.  It  has  saved  people  before,  it  is 
saving  people  now,  and  will  save  people 
so  long  as  there  are  people  to  be  saved, 
aud  there  always  will  be  people  to  be 
saved.  When  we  think  of  this  work  as 
it  has  beeu  spoken  of  in  this  conference, 
aud  what  it  has  accomplished  in  sixty- 
nine  years — we  cannot  help  but  be  im- 
pressed with  it.  Though  there  be  many 
people  who  have  never  heard  of  us,  yet 
this  work  has  stirred  the  world.  There 
is  not  a  nation  perhaps  but  that  has  been 
more  or  less  agitated  in  regard  to  this 
people  and  our  doctrines,  aud  there  are 
many  people,  as  suggested  by  Elder  Johu 
Henry  Smith,  that  believe  the  doctrine, 
but  have  not  the  courage  to  embrace  it, 
because  it  is  so  unpopular  and  so  tryiug 
to  men's  souls. 

The  Gospel  is  suited  to  all  the  condi- 
tions of  mankind.  It  will  meet  every 
requirement  of  man,  and  it  will  satisfy 
every  rational  ambition  aud  every 
righteous  desire  of  the  human  heart.  It 
is  perfect  in  every  respect.  It  is  broad 
enough  and  deep  enough  for  the  rich  and 
for  the  poor,  for  the  intelligent  and  for 
the  ignorant.  It  will  bring  to  every  per- 
son exactly  what  is  necessary  for  his 
salvation.  If  men  need  to  be  humbled, 
it  will  school  them.  If  they  need  to  be 
exalted,  it  will  lift  them  up.  If  they 
need  to  be  reformed,  it  will  reform  them. 
In  fact,  as  I  have  said,  it  will  meet  all 
the   requirements   of  human   nature. 

The  first  principle  of  the  Gospel  is 
faith  in  God.  How  could  we  have  such 
faith  as  is  established  among  this  peo- 
ple if  it  were  not  for  evidence?  Men 
may  believe  the  doctrines  that  are  taught 
them,  but  it  takes  reliable  evidence  to 
establish  faith  in  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men:  for  we  are  reasonable  be- 
ings, the  offspring  of  reasonable  parents, 
and  we  need  to  be  convinced  that  the 
doctrines  are  what  they  profess  to  be. 
We  need  not  only  to  believe  in  God,  but 


we  need  to  have  faith  iu  Him.  When 
faith  springs  up  iu  the  heart,  its  germs 
are  living  germs,  aud  it  develops  aud  in- 
creases as  the  soul  remains  in  proper 
condition  for  its  growth  and  develop- 
ment; and  as  it  increases  in  our  hearts, 
so  we  labor,  so  we  are  humble,  so  we  are 
faithful  and  devoted  to  the  Lord.  We 
desire  to  become  more  acquainted  with 
God,  and  with  the  principles  that  have 
made  Him  and  His  Sou  so  great,  and 
that  have  made  s  omauy  of  His  posterity 
great  men  and  women.  We  desire  to  go 
back  into  His  presence.  The  Gospel  is 
taught  for  this  purpose,  aud  it  is  having 
its  influence  over  us.  We  are  listeuing 
to  the  counsels  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  True, 
we  have  at  our  head  a  prophet,  seer 
and  revelator.  We  have  quite  a  num- 
ber of  them.  Then  in  every  home,  iu 
every  ward,  in  every  stake,  in  every 
quorum,  iu  every  mission,  aiid  in  every 
department  of  the  work,  there  are  men 
with  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
the  testimony  of  the  Lord  Jesus;  and 
that  testimony  directs  those  men  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  in  which  they  are  de- 
voted to  the  service  of  God  and  loose 
their  own  selfishness.  So  that  there  is 
a  stream  of  revelation  and  inspiration 
coming  to  the  church,  not  only  through 
the  prophet,  seer  and  revelator  who 
stands  at  our  head  and  gives  the  word 
of  the  Lord  for  the  whole  church,  but 
it  comes  to  every  mau  and  woman.  It 
has  borne  record  to  your  hearts  during 
this  conference,  as  it  has  done  in  all 
conferences  when  we  have  come  together 
with  a  desire  to  know  the  will  of  God. 
The  testimony  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  our 
hearts  has  brought  conviction  and  satis- 
faction to  our  souls,  and  we  have  had  a 
taste  of  inspiration  and  a  measure  of 
understanding  in  regard  to  the  gospel  of 
life  and  salvation.  We  have  been  saved 
a  little;  and  as  we  have  learned  and  en- 
joyed a  little  in  this  life,  so  shall  we  in 
the  world  to  come  enjoy  much.  As  iu 
this  life  we  have  been  faithful  over  a 
few  things,  in  the  world  to  come  we  shall 
be  made  rulers  over  many  things.  As 
we  have  a  foretaste  of  heaven  in  this 
life,  we  shall  have  a  fulness  of  joy  aud 
happiness  iu  the  world  to  come.  And  it 
may  be  increased  very  materially  iu  this 
life.  We  have  no  need  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  little  we  have  already  received; 
for  the  windows  of  heaven  are  open,  and 
inspiration  comes  to  us  just  as  freely  and 
as  liberally  as  our  hearts  are  open  to  re- 
ceive it.  Heaven  may  be  upou  this  eorth, 
and  no  doubt  it  will  be.  We  are  having 
a  little  foretaste  of  these  things  now. 
We  know  what  is  good,  what  is  sweet, 
what  is  delicious,  and  what  is  valuable 
to  us  in  this  life,  and  what  is  suited  to 
our  needs  and  desires;  and  we  shall  want 
a  fullness  of  these  things  hereafter.  But 
if  we  are  wise  we  shall  come  as  near  to 
obtaining  a  fullness  in  this  life  as  we 
can.  We  will  seek  the  riches  of  eternity 
here.  We  can  take  the  riches  of  eternal 
life  with  us  wheu  we  leave  this  sphere, 
but  we  cannot  take  the  riches  of  this 
world.  Yet  the  riches  of  this  world  are 
convenient  and  necessary,  and  we  cannot 
very  well  get  along  without  them.  But 
the  riches  of  eternal  life  are  lasting  and 
permanent.  They  come  from  the  good 
we  accomplish,  the  righteousness  we 
bring  to  pass,  the  purity  to  which  we  at- 
tain, the  cleansing  and  purifying  of  our 
own  hearts,  that  we  may  come  as  near 
being  perfect  in  this  life  as  our  Father 


aud  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  are  perfect. 
Why  shall  we  not  do  right'.'  What  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord  are  there  that  we 
cannot  observe?  What  requirements  are 
there  m  this  church  that  we  caunot  com- 
ply with?  The  Lord  wants  us  to  have 
faith  in  Him.  .Now,  that  is  possible.  He 
has  the  faith  to  bestow.  He  is  the  giver 
of  il.  Mau  caunot  impart  it.  It  is  the 
gift  of  God — a  gift  that  He  is  anxious  lo 
bestow  upon  all  His  children. 

Repentance  is  also  a  gift  from  the 
Lord,  as  precious  us  faith.  We  cannot 
be  saved  by  faith  alone.  We  must  re- 
pent. Repentance  is  necessary  to  salva- 
tion. Elder  M.  W.  Merrill  suggested 
that  the  first  step  to  repentance  is  to 
quit  siuuiug  and  to  become  manly,  hon- 
orable and  upright.  There  is  no  for- 
giveness of  sin  without  repentance. 
Forgiveness  does  not  come  by  faith  alone, 
nor  by  promising  that  we  will  do  better 
some  time.  It  is  necessary  that  we 
should  cease  sinning  and  begin  to  do 
well.  Where  we  were  liars,  we  must 
tell  the  truth;  where  we  were  unright- 
eous and  impure,  we  must  be  pure  aud 
upright.  Theu  we  can  obtains  the  bless- 
ing of  forgiveness.  Is  there  a  man  iu  the 
wolrd  that  cau  say  that  that  is  unreason- 
able? Is  it  reasonable  that  men  should 
be  forgiven  of  their  sins  if  they  do  not 
ccane  sinning?  Certainly  not.  Men  must 
cease  to  siu,  and  turn  to  the  Lord;  for 
there  is  no  one  else  cau  forgive  sius.  We 
are  not  able  to  forgive  each  other's  sius. 
We  cannot  atone  for  our  own  sins.  That 
is  why  it  was  necessary  that  the  Sou  of 
God  should  come  from  heaven,  where  He 
had  such  joy  and  glory  with  the  Father, 
into  this  world  aud  offer  an  atonement 
lor  mankind.  He  offered  His  life  and 
suffered  as  a  God  only  could  suffer,  in 
order  that  men  might  be  relieved  of  their 
sins.  Man  could  not  do  that;  it  was  the 
work  of  a  God.  Aud  it  is  the  work  of 
God  to  give  you  and  me  faith  and  re- 
pentance. These  are  principles  that 
come  from  the  upper  world,  not  from  be- 
neath. We  must  therefore  look  above 
for  them,  and  the  Lord  will  give  them  to 
us,  but  on  proper  principles.  Now,  if 
we  can  have  faith  in  the  Lord,  if  we 
can  repent  and  have  our  sius  blotted  out, 
is  it  not  profitable  to  us  to  sacrifice  our 
tastes,  our  appetites,  our  carnal  desires, 
and  those  principles  that  only  yield  a 
temporary  satisfaction,  that  we  may  ob- 
tain these  precious  blessings?  Men  are 
not  curtailed  in  their  joy  and  happiness, 
but  are  rather  increased  therein  by  the 
service  of  the  Lord.  We  ought  not,  how- 
ever, to  be  niggardly,  but  we  should  be 
generous  and  great-hearted  in  regard  to 
these  matters,  and  seek  to  vie  with  each 
other  iu  seeing  which  cau  accomplish  the 
most  humble,  the  most  faithful  aud  de- 
voted to  the  Lord,  in  order  that  we  may 
stand  in  the  fellowship  and  favor  of  God. 
For  there  is  no  real  joy  aud  happiness, 
no  salvation,  except  that  which  comes 
from  the  Father,  iu  answer  to  the  aton- 
ment  of  His  Son  and  the  shedding  of  His 
precious  blood. 

How  grateful  and  thankful  we  ought 
to  be  for  this,  and  that  this  work,  re- 
vealed to  the  prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  has 
brought  that  knowledge  to  the  world;  I 
would  testify  to  this  with  my  brethren. 
The  Presidency  are  all  here,  the  Apostles 
are  all  here,  the  presiding  quorum  of 
Seventies  are  all  here,  the  presiding  bish- 
opric are  here,  the  presiding  patriarch  is 
here.  I  do  not  know  when  we  have  had 
so  complete  and  perfect  representation 
of  the  power  and  authority  of  God  at  our 
conference.  And  the  people  are  well 
represented  from  all  over  the  country. 
Now,    these    men    are   true   men,    whose 
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hearts  and  souls  are  in  I  he  work  of  the 
Lord,  and  have  been  for  many  years. 
hearts  and  souls  are  in  the  work  of  the 
President  Snow,  President  Richards, 
President  Cannon  and  President  Smith 
are  men-  who  wore  with  llyrum  Smith 
and  with  the  early  Apostles  and  Elders 
of  tin'  church.  They  knew  their  private 
lives  ami  public  labors,  and  thai  God 
was  with  them.  Many  of  us  have  nol 
known  them  so  inlimalely.  nol  b.eing  old 
enough;  hut  the  Lord  has  revealed  in  us 
that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of 
God,  and  we  know  it  just  as  President 
Snow  or  these  other  brethren  who  have 
had  the  privilege  of  shaking  hands  with 
the  prophet.  Jesus  was  known  only  by 
those  who  received  that  knowledge  from 
the  Father.  Thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  men  saw  the  Prophet  Jo- 
seph Smith  who  never  once  intimated 
they  thought  of  believed  he  was  a 
prophet  of  God.  Thousands  know  the 
Son  of  God  personally,  but  they  never 
believed  He  was  the  Son  of  God,  be- 
cause the  Father  did  not  bear  record  to 
them.  But  to  us  He  has  borne  record 
that  Joseph  was  a  prophet  of  the  living 
God.  He  has  borne  record  to  us  that 
Jesus  is  II is  only  begotten  Son  in  the 
flesh,  the  redeemer  of  the  world.  He 
committed  this  testimony  and  knowledge 
to  this  people.  He  has  given  us  a  knowl- 
edge also  concerning  President  Brigham 
Young,  that  great  and  grand  man  who 
led  Israel  in  those  dark  and  dismal  days 
after  the  death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph. 
out  of  bondage  unto  this  land  of  liberty, 
and  established  as  hers.  What  wonders 
he  did  for  us.  He  was  a  man  among 
men — the  very  proper  man  to  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  President  Joseph.  We 
do  not  know  him  as  we  will  yet  know 
him.  Then  President  John  Taylor  even 
lived.  And  President  Wilford  Wood- 
ruff, the  very  personification  of  humility 
and  meekness,  of  consciousness  and 
honesty — a  man  of  God!  And  President 
Lorenzo  Snow,  the  equal  of  any  of  them. 
Are  we  worthy,  my  brethren  and  sisters. 
to  be  associated  with  and  led  by  such 
men?  If  so.  then  let  us  listen  to  their 
counsel,  and  uphold  their  hands.  God 
will  vindicate  His  cause  in  the  earth. 
It  is  spreading  today  unobserved.  The 
kingdom  grows,  and  prosperity  waits 
upon  us  as  a  people  and  as  individuals. 
Let  us  be  conscientious,  honest  and  up- 
right, and  be  indeed.  Latter  Hay  Saints, 
teaching  the  Gospel  by  example.  We 
have  not  long  to  live,  and  there  is  no  in- 
vestment like  serving  God,  for  it  is  all 
profit.  Let  me  beg  of  yon.  Presidents, 
High  Councilors,  Bishops  and  men  who 
bear  the  priesthood,  and  all  Saints  who 
have  named  the  name  of  Jesus.  let  us 
walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Lord,  and 
honor  Him  the  remainder  of  our  days, 
and  thus  be  redeemed  from  the  power  of 
Satan,  that  old  monster:  for  we  are  in 
his  dominion  and  under  his  power  more 
or  less,  and  can  only  be  redeemed  by  the 
service  of  the  Lord. 

God  bless  you,  my  brethren  and  sisters, 
bless  Zion  and  all  her  interests:  bless 
our  nation — the  nation  that  has  given  an 
asylum  to  this  work  and  the  people  of 
God.  The  Lord  raised  it  up.  and  He  is 
directing  and  controlling  it.  If  the  peo- 
ple of  the  nation  have  offended  in  the 
past,  they  will  make  satisfaction:  and 
the  Lord  is  using  and  directing  them,  as 
He  will  direct  us.  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  purposes.     Amen. 

Salt  Lake  Tabernacle.  April  7,  1899. 


If  a  man  has  any  brains  at  all.  let 
him  hold  on  his  calling,  and  in  the  grand 
sweep  of  thircs  his  turn  will  come  at 
"ast. — Walter  McCune. 


RESTORATION  OF  THE  GOSPEL. 

APOSTLK   M.    l'\    COWLEY. 

Cent  inned   from   page  Ml.".. 
I  luring     the     troubles     of  the     Saints 

ill     Illinois       . lodge       Stephen     A.        Dullg- 

lass    was    an      acquaintance    of     Joseph 

Smith    and    his    people,      lie   knew    the    in- 

jUstice  heaped  upon  them  by  his  per- 
sona] acquaintance  with  the  facts.  While 
in  the  presence  id'  .lodge  Douglass  and 
others,  the  judge  having  requested  the 
Prophet  to  give  him  a  history  of  the  per- 
secutions in  Missouri,  which  he  did. 
While  addressing  the  Judge  the  Prophet 
said-  '*. lodge,  you  will  aspire  to  the 
presidency  of  (he  United  States:  and  if 
you  ever  turn  your  hand  against  me  or 
the  Latter  Day  Saints,  you  will  feel  the 
weight  of  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  upon 
you  ;  and  you  will  live  to  see  and  know 
that  I  have  testified  the  truth  to  you:  for 
the  conversation  of  this  day  will  stick 
to  you  through  life."  (Deserel  News. 
Sept.  24,  1856.)  Judge  Douglass  aspired 
to  be  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  was  nominated  for  that  position 
June  23,  1800,  at  the  democratic  con- 
vention held  in  Charleston.  When  he 
thus  aspired  he  was  a  popular  man,  elo- 
quent and  gifted,  and  no  one  possibly  had 
brighter  hopes  of  success.  However,  in 
his  mistaken  effort  to  win  popular  ap- 
plause in  a  speech  delivered  in  Spring 
field,  Illinois,  June  12.  1857,  he.  against 
his  own  knowledge  of  the  Latter  Day 
Saints  and  their  character,  said :  "The 
knife  must  be  applied  to  this  pestiferous, 
disgusting  cancer,  which  is  gnawing  into 
the  very  vitals  of  the  body  politic.  It 
must  be  cut  out  by  the  roots,  and  seared 
over  by  the  red  hot  iron  of  stern  and 
unflinching  law."  Much  more  he  uttered 
against  the  Latter  Day  Saints  in  har- 
mony with  misguided  public  sentiment. 
When  the  election  came  Douglass  was 
miserably  defeated.  By  count  of  the  elec- 
toral vote  Douglass  had  but  twelve  of  the 
popular  vote:  he  carried  but  one  state. 
Feeling  "the  weight  of  the  hand  of  the 
Almighty  upon  him,"  he  died  a  disap- 
pointed, heart-broken  man  in  less  than 
a  year,  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  but  -18 
years  of  age.  Thus  the  word  of  the  Lord 
was   fulfilled   with   terrihle   accuracy. 

About  two  years  before  the  martyrdom 
of  Joseph  Smith  he  prophesied  August  Pi, 
1842.  and  recorded  it  as  follows:  "I 
prophesied  that  the  Saints  would  con- 
tinue to  suffer  much  affliction  and  would 
be  driven  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  many 
would  apostatize,  others  would  be  put  to 
death  by  our  persecutors  or  lose  their 
lives  in  consequence  of  exposure  and  dis- 
ease :  and  some  of  you  will  live  to  go  and 
assist  in  making  settlements  and  build 
cities  and  see  the  Saints  become  a  mighty 
people  in  the  midst  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains." (Mill.  Star.  Vol.  xix..  page  ti.30.) 
The  Saints  did  continue  to  suffer  much 
persecution,  some  did  apostatize,  others 
did  die  of  exposure,  disease  and  priva- 
tions. Others  were  put  to  death  by  per- 
secutors :  some  lived  to  come  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  They  have  assisted  in  build- 
ing in  these  valleys  cities,  towns  and 
Temples,  and  making  a  great  common- 
wealth and  the  Saints  have  become  a 
mighty  people  in  the  midst  of  these  moun- 
tains. They  attract  the  attention  of  the 
world.  "A  city  set  on  a  hill  cannot  be 
hid."  These  prophecies  uttered  by  Jo- 
seph Smith  have  literally  come  to  pass 
and  many  others,  and  that,  too.  contrary 
to  all  human  prospects.  All  his  prophe- 
cies not  yet  verified  relate  to  future  times 
and  will  come  to  pass  as  literally  and  ex- 
actly as  those  of  the  past  or  those  of  any 
other  prophet  since  the  world  began,  for 
God  inspired  and  Joseph  spoke.     Having 


linished  his  mission,  accomplished  all  in 
the  flesh  the  Lord  gave  him  to  do,  he  suf- 
fered the  shedding  of  his  blood  at  the 
hands  of  a  wicked  mob  June  27,  1S44,  in 
Carthage,  Illinois.  Why  was  he  slain? 
His  doctrine,  his  promises,  his  life,  his 
prophecies,  all  proved  him  to  be  a  Prophet 
of  (lod  before  he  died  a  martyr.  Lei  the 
Scriptures  answer:  "For  where  a  testa- 
ment is  there  niusl  also  of  a  necessity 
be    the  death    of   the    testator."      Hob.    ix.  : 

ill.     (iod  gave  lo  (he  world  through  Jo- 

BUph   Smith  a    New    Tost  anient   ,,f  the  Plan 
of  Salvation,      lie  gave  the   i',ook  of   Mor- 
mon, A  Record  of  the  G,ospel  to  the  An 
cicnt    Inhabitants  of  America.     He  gave 
the   Doctrine  and  Covenants,  containing 

the    Kevelat  ions    of    (bid    lo    the    Saints   of 

the  Last  Days.  These  do  noi  supplant 
the  Bible.  They  prove  it  true  and  all 
agree  in  one.  "In  the  monlh  of  two  or 
three  witnesses,  shall  every  word  be  es- 
tablished." Through  him  to  (his  genera 
tion  came  the  witness  of  the  Holy  Ghosl 
and  the  authority  of  the  Holy  Priest- 
hood, by  (he  continuation  of  that  au- 
thority the  church  exisls  today  will]  the 
Prophet  Lorenzo  Snow  as  its  earthly  liv- 
ing head.  Every  Elder  of  the  Church 
can  trace  his  authority  back  direct  lo 
Joseph  Smith,  who  was  ordained  by  Pe- 
ter, James  and  John,  who  received  it 
from  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Joseph's  testimony  is  weighty.  It  af- 
fects the  whole  world.  The  evidence  must 
also  be  weighty,  and  it  can  now  be  said 
(hat  no  class  of  evidence  was  withheld. 
lie  gave  all  that  any  Prophet  ever  gave, 
all  evidence,  including  life  itself.  He 
sealed  his  testimony  with  his  blood  and 
his  testimony  is  in  force  upon  all  the 
world.  The  sealing  of  his  testimony 
with  his  blood  also  accords  with  ancient 
prophecy.  John  the  Revelator  was  called 
into  a  high  mountain  to  see  the  visions 
of  the  future.  Read  Rev.  iv.  :1.  Among 
other  things  he  says  :  "And  when  he  had 
opened  the  fifth  seal  I  saw  under  the 
altar  the  souls  of  them  that  were  slain 
for  the  word  of  Cod,  and  for  the  testi- 
mony which  they  held.  And  they  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  saying:  How  long. 
O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dost  thou  not 
judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth.  And  white  robes 
were  given  unto  every  one  of  them  :  and 
it  was  said  unto  them,  that  they  should 
rest  yet  for  a  little  season  until  their  fel- 
low servants  also  and  their  brethren  that 
should  be  killed  as  they  were  should  be 
fulfilled  (Rev.  vi.:  9-11)." 

And  Joseph  Smith,  the  great  Prophet 
of  the  last  days,  and  his  martyred  broth- 
er, the  Patriarch  Hyrum  Smith,  were 
among  these  fellow  servants  who  were  to 
be  slain.  They  have  fulfilled  this  last 
requirement  of  their  earthly  existence. 
Their  testimony  is  true:  attested  by  every 
evidence  that  man  could  give  or  the  world 
require.  That  testimony  is  binding  upon 
all  the  world.  The  Gospel  has  been  re- 
stored to  man  through  Joseph  Smith  in 
all  its  fullness. 


A  Good  Retort. 

A  New  England  Episcopal  Bishop  mot 
a  young  minister  at  a  social  gathering 
and   was  introduced. 

"Ah,   Mr.   ,   I    am    pleased    to    meet 

you.  I  am  told  that  you  are  a  Congre- 
gationalism" 

"Yes,  Bishop.  I  am  a  Congregational- 
ism" 

"Ah.    well,    Mr.    ,    excuse    me.    but 

while  I  recognize  you  as  a  gentleman.  I 
cannot  recognize  you  as  a  Christian." 

"That's  all  right.  Bishop.  While  I  can 
recognize  you  as  a  Christian.  I  cannot 
recognize  you  as  a  gentleman." 
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DIVINE  AUTHORITY. 

Or  the  Question,  Was  Joseph  Smith  Sent  of  God? 
BY   ORSON   PRATT. 

A  fow  days  since,  Mrs.  Pratt  and  my- 
self, together  with  some  others,  were 
kindly  invited  to  take  tea  with  a  very 
respectable  gentleman  of  this  town,  (Liv- 
erpool), who,  though  not  connected  with 
our  Church,  yet  was,  with  his  family 
sincerely  inquiring  after  the  truth.  They 
seemed  to  be  fully  convinced  in  relation 
to  the  most  important  features  of  onr 
doctrine,  and  were  desirous  of  extending 
their  investigations  still  further.  We 
hope  that  their  researches  may  happily 
result  in  a  full  conviction  of  the  truth, 
and  that  they  may  obtain  that  certainty, 
so  much  to  be  desired,  as  to  the  divine 
authority  of  the  great  and  important 
message  now  revealed  from  heaven — a 
message  which  must  assuredly  prove  a 
savior  of  life  or  death  to  the  generations 
now  living.  This  message  is  beginning  to 
awake  the  attention  of  the  honest,  virtu- 
ous and  upright  among  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety. They  seem  to  be  aroused  from  the 
slumber  of  ages. 

A  message  of  simple  truth,  when  sent 
from  God — when  published  by  divine  au- 
thority, through  divinely  inspired  men, 
penetrates  the  mind  like  a  sharp  two- 
edged  sword,  and  cuts  asunder  the  deep- 
ly-rooted prejudices,  the  iron-bound  sin- 
ews of  ancient  error  and  tradition,  made 
sacred  by  age  and  rendered  popular  by 
human  wisdom.  It  severs  with  undeviat- 
ing  exactness  between  truth  and  false- 
hood— between  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and 
the  doctrines  of  men;  it  levels  with  the 
most  perfect  ease  every  argument  that 
human  learning  may  array  against  it. 
Opinions,  creeds  invented  by  uninspired 
men.  and  doctrines  originated  in  schools 
of  divinity,  all  vanish  like  the  morning 
dew — all  sink  into  insignificance  when 
compared  with  a  message  direct  from 
heaven.  Such  a  message  shines  upon  the 
understanding  like  the  splendors  of  the 
noon-day  sun:  it  whispers  in  the  ears 
of  mortals,  saying:  "This  is  the  way, 
walk  ye  in  it."  Certainty  and  assurance 
are  its  constant  companions;  it  is  entire- 
ly unlike  all  plans  or  systems  ever  in- 
vented by  human  authority:  it  has  no  al- 
liance, connection  or  fellowship  with  any 
of  them:  it  speaks  with  divine  authority, 
and  all  nations,  without  an  exception,  are 
required  to  obey.  He  that  receives  the 
message  and  endures  to  the  end  will  be 
saved:  he  that  rejects  it  will  be  damned. 
II  matters  not  what  his  former  right- 
eousness may  have  been — none  can  be 
excused. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  anxious  inquiry 
which  now  pervades  the  minds  of  many 
in  relation  to  this  Church,  we  publish 
the  following  extract  from  a  letter,  which 


was  kindly  read  to  us  during  our  afore- 
mentioned visit,  by  the  gentleman  who 
received  it  from  his  friend  in  London. 
We  were  struck  with  the  apparent  can- 
dor, the  sound  judgment,  and  the  cor- 
rect conclusions  of  the  author  of  the  let- 
ter, ami  earnestly  solicited  the  privilege 
of  publishing  it.  Permission  was  granted 
on  condition  that  we  would  withhold 
names.  We  here  present  it  to  our  read- 
ers, and  shall  endeavor,  in  the  same  spir- 
it of  candor,  to  answer  the  all-important 
inquiries  contained  in  it. 

July  15th,  1848. 
My  Dear  Sir: — T  have  been  expecting, 
time  after  time,  to  be  able  to  return  yon 
the  "Letters"  you  so  kindly  left  with 
me.  As  I  informed  you  in  my  last,  I 
curiously   read   through   the   letters,   and 

then  banded  the  book  to  Mr. .     With 

him  it  is  at  the  present  time.  The  impres- 
sion made  thereby  on  his  mind  is  very 
remarkable,  and  he  requests  me  to  in- 
form you,  that  if  you  will  allow  him,  he 
means  to  keep  the  book,  if  you  will  please 
to  let  him  know  the  price  thereof.  He 
and  I  concur  in  our  views-  of  "Mormon- 
ism"  at  present.  Do  you  inquire  what 
those  views  are?  I  will  then  proceed  to 
state  them.  We  consider  that  the  proofs 
which  "Mnrmonism"  gives  of  the  apos- 
tasy are,  without  question,  clear  and 
demonstrative:  we  entirely  concur  also 
in  the  personal  appearance  and  reign  of 
our  Lord;  we  are  persuaded  that  all  the 
preachers  and  teachers  of  the  day  are 
Without  authority — that  their  teachings 
and  interpretations  are  uncertain  as  to  the 
truth — that  the  translations  of  the  scrip- 
ture, being  done  without  inspiration,  are 
also  uncertain.  All  is  uncertain!  mel- 
ancholy thought,  a  deplorable  picture 
but  a  true  one! — the  different  teachers 
doing  the  best  they  can— all  jarring— all 
contending!  The  result— division,  mul- 
tiplied division!  And  they  have  a  right 
if  they  think  proper  to  divide  from  an 
authority  merely  human.  But  their  mul- 
tiplied division  is  a  multiplied  proof  that 
I  hey  are  wrong— that  they  are  without 
that  spirit  who  guides  into  truth,  and 
truth  is  one.  • 

(To    be    continued. 1 


When  the  members  of  a  mob  mask  up 
for  the  purpose  of  committing  some  law- 
less act,  it  is  evident  that  they  are  con- 
scious of  being  in  the  .wrong.  "Con- 
science makes  cowards  of  us  all"— under 
certain   conditions.— Florida   rhilosopher. 


Gratitude,  in  whatever  way  expressed, 
is  of  itself  no  mean  or  trifling  gift.  The 
sincere  word  of  thanks,  the  honest  smile 
of  pleasure,  the  real  appreciation  of  a 
kindness  and  the  effort  to  utter  it.  bring 
a  flow  of  joy  into  the  heart  of  the  giver, 
which  is  worth  many  a  material  benefit. 


Relics  of  Cave  Dwellers. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Aug.  !). — Laden  with 
relics  of  the  cliff  dwellers,  Rev.  Dr. 
George  L.  Cole  has  returned  from  a 
journey  to  the  ruined  cities  of  south- 
eastern Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  Val- 
uable results  were  secured  by  excava- 
tions in  an  ancient  communal  dwelling 
as  yet  unnamed,  which  stands  on  the 
cliffs  of  the  Santa  Fe  river,  fourteen 
miles  from  Espanlo.  There  were  not 
less  than  1,600  rooms  in  the  larger  build- 
ing in  its  prime.  It  was  240  by  300  feet. 
Dr.  Coles  estimates  that  from  4,800  to 
(i,000  people  were  living  in  the  Pueblo. 

Among  the  bones  taken  from  the  burial 
mound  were  a  woman's  femur  nineteen 
inches  long,  showing  a  giantess  seven 
and  one-half  feet  tall.  The  cliffs  on 
which  the  ruins  stand  rise  1,000  feet 
above  the  surrounding  country. 


Those  who  succeed  in  mating  the  best 
use  of  their  own  time  also  succeed  in 
making  the  best  use  of  other  people's 
time. 


It  is  not  always  safe  or  wise  to  rebuke 
too  strictly  or  too  openly  the  shortcom- 
ings of  others.  The  danger  of  such  pro- 
cedure is  well  illustrated  by  the  follow- 
ing incident: 


A  Catholic  priest  was  displeased  with 
what  he  considered  the  backsliding  of 
a  young  girl  in  his  parish.  He  met  her 
one  day  in  a  crowd,  and  thought  it  well 
to  rebuke  her  for  neglected  duty.  Look- 
ing at  her  severely,  he  said: 
"Good  morning,  child  of  the  evil  one." 
"Good  morning,  father,"  she  answered 
sweetly. 


Teacher — Willie,  where  is  the  capital 
of  the  United  States? 

Willie  Todate — In  the  trusts.— Town 
Topics. 


Cleveland  Plain  Dealer. 

"You  villagers  seem  to  be  a  rather  de- 
liberate let  of  people." 

"I  s'pose  we  be.  There  wuz  a  feller 
drowned  down  in  the  creek  a  spell  ago. 
He  yelled,  'Help!  Help!'  afore  he  went 
down  th'  last  time,  an'  the  editor  of  th' 
village  paper  heard  him  an'  went  back  to 
th'  office  an'  put  in  his  paper  two  'help 
wanted'  ads.  an'  charged  'em  up  to  th' 
estate,  by  gum!" 


HIS  HUMBLE  CONFESSION. 
Detroit  Free  Press. 

"Is  it  true,  darling,  that  you  gave  the 
minister  $20  for  marrying  us?" 

"Yes,   but  keep  it  to  yourself.     I  was 
never  so  swindled  in  my  life." 


All  our  tastes  are  bnt  reminiscences. 
Lamartine. 


